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A Letter From The Editor... The start of a new year is a special time
to look ahead, but sometimes looking ahead begins with a ‘glance at the past’ — so that means a history
lesson! OK —forget that. | have a hard time remembering what happened yesterday and so my
recollection of ICHS’s history would be a bit blurred. Let’s just say there have been many changes since
the lowa County Humane Society was founded back in 1998. So, looking ahead doesn’t mean starting
over; we simply have to continue with the founding members’ goals and their dream. The goals of that
small group back in 1998 were probably similar to our current goals. We need (1) a facility to house
homeless animals, (2) a source of funding to operate on a daily basis, (3) to educate the public of the
existence, the mission and the needs of ICHS and (4) to provide the best possible care for the animals
while they are in our care. So, moving forward, what is our focus in the
coming year (besides finding Althea a loving family)? As you read this
letter it is important to remember that | am a volunteer and these are
MY thoughts.

The first of the goals listed above (the need for a facility to house
homeless animals) may seem irrelevant now since we have a building
and grounds. We moved into this building in 2011 after considerable = ST =
remodeling (turning a factory into an animal shelter). In hindsight (remember this is MY oplnlon) perhaps
more thought and exploration could have gone into this remodeling project. However, at the time the
plans seemed feasible. Keep in mind there were deadlines to meet and the need to stick to a budget was
imperative (and as a reminder, the financial support given to the organization for this project was
incredible)! Many changes have been made to the building since 2011and overall, ICHS is a nice place.
However, can more be done to make the facility even more people and animal friendly? | think so
(remember this is my opinion). With this introduction in mind, | invite you to an upcoming meeting with the
focus being on “improvements — how can ICHS life be better for both our animal residents and for staff,
volunteers and visitors”.

The Animal Welfare Enrichment (AWE) Committee had its beginning in 2012. Rather than print AWE’s
mission statement, let’s just say that it corresponds to the fourth goal in the opening paragraph (to
provide the best possible care for the animals while they are in our care) which includes physical,
medical, emotional and behavioral issues. The purpose of this upcoming AWE meeting will be to generate
ideas and suggestions of how we can make the best use of this building. For example, back in 2011 when
the initial plans were drawn up, we always had a minimum of 25 dogs and oftentimes many more!
Because of the dog population back then, we did need a large area for the dog kennel. Fast forward to
2019. The dog population is now usually less than ten dogs. So, the question becomes do we really need
that large of an area for dogs? If we don’t need that amount of space for dogs, how can that area best be
used? The cat population is always large and many of these cats spend way too much time in their cages.
Is there more that can be done for the cats while they await their “furever home”? Quarantine areas —is
there a better solution than what we currently have in place? This upcoming AWE meeting can address
other needs/concerns besides use of physical space — such as — well, whatever happens to be on your
mind!

The AWE Committee was quite active at its inception and many improvements/enhancements came about
because of this committee’s involvement. However, in the past couple of years, the committee has largely
been inactive. The upcoming AWE meeting has not been scheduled but will probably be on a Sunday
afternoon in late February or early March. If you have ideas of what changes you would like to see here at
the shelter but can’t attend, please pass them on to a Board member, the office or me. Again, keep in
mind that this meeting will be for ideas and suggestions only and it is OK to wear your “rose-colored
glasses”! You can watch the website (Events Page) for the AWE meeting date.
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The second and third goals listed (“a source of funding to operate)” and (“to educate the public”) are
on-going priorities also but won’t be addressed in this issue. Regarding priorities — let’s talk Althea and
other kitties. ICHS may not have a huge dog population but not so for the cats! We still have several
older kittens and many adults who are still “kittens at heart” and they are waiting for YOU! Some of these
adults have been waiting far too long! | am wondering if you would indulge me by allowing me to ask that
iffwhen you are planning to add a new kitty to your family, would you please consider following this 3-step
resolution? It goes like this:
| resolve to:

1. Adopt from an animal shelter or rescue organization. If you happen to have a ‘non-feral’

homeless community cat and would prefer to provide a home for it - rather than adopting — that would

be perfect too! (Please make sure to have it spayed or neutered).

2. Stop and take a look at the “Top Ten List” (also on website). These cats have been at ICHS

way too long. (You don’t have to choose one of these 10, but at least start your search by checking

out the kitties on this list).

3. Check out the “special needs” cats. If you can only have one cat, why not one of these

sweeties? (If not YOU, who?)

Usually when we speak of “special needs” cats, we are referring to kitties with health issues. But there are
also cats like Althea (opening picture) which do not have physical concerns but whatever the reason; they
are overlooked by potential adopters. And by being called “special”, yes, it probably does indicate that
“special” families are needed for these kitties. Althea is painfully shy and will absolutely need a PATIENT
family in a QUIET home and will probably need to be an only cat. She is such a sweet cat — if she knows
you! Most of the cats on the Top Ten List have the same issue — wonderful cats but they are ignored.
There are exceptions (see Heidi and Veda — both former Top Ten ladies — in Success Stories). If you
have any suggestions or ideas about the content of PAWPRINTS, please contact me, Terri Davis, at
roadhogbiker@gmail.com

Upcoming Fundraising Events and Volunteer Needs

Most of our volunteers spend their time at ICHS socializing the cats. A nice problem to have is that some
days we have too many volunteers — which is not a problem for the cats but it can be problematic for
volunteers! Planning to spend an enjoyable couple of hours with cats only to find that there is nothing to
do (too many people) is a disappointment. And then at other times, there is no one here — all of the M&G
rooms are empty which is concerning for the cats! Is scheduling volunteers an option? How do you,
as volunteers, feel about being scheduled? Is there available space in the building for more M&G rooms?
These are questions that can be discussed at the upcoming AWE meeting. Not to exclude dog walkers —
you are also welcome to attend the meeting and voice any concerns that you may have!

November & December Adoptions

November December
Cats Dogs Cats Dogs
Ronnie & Lily Ryder* Tipo Winkin &) Zara* Midnight+ Bear

Callie Jo Tootsie* Heidi Aliyah Nelly Frank* Brady+ Hunter
Queen Catifa Jack* Norman Junior Beaner* Siracha* Madras @) +

Tracey Cat* Steve Norton Petra Leonard Mango* Galaxy‘+

Ryker* Martina* Tamera Sam* Jamba* Bieber ®

Kennedy®) Dijon®) Drake Reggie Julius*

Low Rider* Tim Mc* Pearl Dean* LaVerne*
* = kitten
+ = transferred to Angel’s Wish

= denotes animal has been at ICHS for over a year/was on the Top Ten list/has special needs/or is elderly
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Special Pets

We all know that all animals are ‘special’ but the animals featured in this section are indeed special.
These are ‘special needs’ animals. The special person/family who adopts one of these animals knows
that this may/may not be the long-term relationship which we hope for when we open our hearts and
homes to a new family member. These animals’ ‘forever homes’ with us may be just for a short time
before they move on...But, nevertheless, these animals need a home and a loving family just as we all do.
Are you possibly the family that could provide a home for one of these animals? If not, do you know of a
family who could provide a loving home for these animals? If so, please come out to ICHS and find out
more about these animals from the ICHS staff.

FIV Kitty — No FIV kitties at the moment®)
FeLV Kitties — No FeLV kitties at the moment®)

Success Stories

| need your help if | am to continue to feature the success stories which begin the moment your adopted
companion chooses you. If you would be interested in sharing your pet’s story in the newsletter, please e-
mail me at roadhogbiker@gmail.com.

Thank you to everyone at the lowa County Humane Society for taking such good
care of Heidi the cat. | found her on your Top Ten Cat List, adopted her and | am
so happy that | did. She is such a joy. In less than a week she has become part of
our family. She sleeps at the foot of the bed, loves running as fast as she can in the
upstairs hallway (for no apparent reason), and plays with her favorite new toys,
carrying some with her as she follows me from room to room. | know she had been
in your shelter for many months. Several years ago, my family adopted two of your
Top Ten Cats, Elsie and Wilma. Rather ordinary looking, they were healthy adult cats, but they were
unremarkable in every way and had been overlooked and with you for two years. In no time at all, in our
home they became wonderful pets, playful and loving, each with her own delightful personality. Kittens are
adorable, but thank you for also taking care of the older cats and those with special needs. Again, thank
you for Heidi. Mary T.

Veda and my daughter have fallen in love with each
other! We'll be taking Veda for her rabies shot over
the Thanksgiving Holiday. She's adjusting very well.
We have no concerns with our newest addition. Have
a great Holiday.

and is great with kids. | am so in love. Thank You

It's a boy!!!! 6 years old and 17 pounds of pure unconditional love. He has adjusted
to our home nicely. Leonard, we love you. He is playful and LOVES attention. He
purrs when you pet him and loves to sleep with you. Thank you to the ICHS for
letting us adopt him and taking good care of him til he found his permanent home.
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